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An Easter Message from Our New Rector


What a joy it is to write to you as we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ this Easter morning.  Let me say that my wife, Elizabeth, and I are delighted to be joining in ministry with Trinity this July.  I say joining and not beginning ministry because you all have been involved in the ministry of Christ Jesus for over a century. 
What I like about Trinity is that you know who you are and whose you are. Your Christ-centeredness, active outreach, and university involvement all point toward this knowledge. As Paul writes:  “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor 5:17-18). 


I became a priest through the Diocese of West Virginia (my home parish was Trinity, Shepherdstown).  My first assignment was as curate of another West Virginia Trinity Parish, in Parkersburg.  After I started at Parkersburg the rector left for a position outside the Diocese. Once an interim rector was on staff it became clear to me that I needed to begin looking for a new position. Though I was sad to leave, I took a position in the Diocese of Virginia. Since 2001 I’ve been the rector of Varina Church in Richmond (2001-2005) and St. John’s in Kingsville, MD (2005-this June).   I look forward to coming home. My wife, Elizabeth Hadaway, grew up in Wytheville, not far from Bluefield, and taught at WVU-Parkersburg when I was a curate at Trinity. We understand both the academic and Appalachian mindsets that mix in Morgantown, and we want to be a part of your community. 
As rector I devote most of my time to pastoral care, education, Christian formation, worship, and parish programming. Preaching is the hub on which the wheel of this ministry rotates - it links care, education, adoration, and the strengthening of faith. There is no “audience” in church: the service is everyone’s and needs to be done well both to honor God and to welcome all who seek God. I know you have a solid college and youth program. With Nicki leaving these will need to be a priority. I will work with you and the Diocese to see that this ministry remains vital as we reach out to Episcopal students, other Christians, and those on campus who do not yet know Christ. Yet we must also look at everyone in the parish; your adult education and Sunday school program will also be places where I want us to focus.  
I hope to meet as many of you as possible on my first Sunday, July 11. July gives us plenty of time to get to know each other and ramp up for the program year’s kickoff in September. If you’re on Facebook, look me up (Mike Hadaway) and I will happily friend you. Until we meet face to face may the Holy Spirit take you by the hand and keep you safe.







In the name of Jesus,








Mike Hadaway +
